
x 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting 2020 
at Knaresborough Golf Club on  Tuesday 25th February at 7.30pm 

 
 

Mr Martin Harrison, Rabbits Captain Knaresborough GC welcomed everyone and wished us all a good 
and productive meeting.    
The President then formally opened the Meeting.   
 
PRESENT:   
 
Executive: M Elam (President); B Smith (Vice-President); P Leadbetter(Secretary); T Gurney 
(Treasurer); D Howell(Fowler Secretary); R Gillott; M Goody; R Barnes; R Bishop; A Masom 
 
Baildon GC (P Magee); Beauchief (S Temperton); Boothferry GC (G Ellis); Bradford GC (B Ashford); 
Bradford Moor GC (R Smith); Branshaw GC(P Western); Calverley GC(J Clemans & A Rogers); Crow 
Nest Park GC(J Turner & P Mason); Dewsbury District GC(I Pearson); Driffield (R Langhamer & G 
Hawkes); Flamborough GC (R Anderson); Halifax Bradley Hall (J Callaghan); Halifax Weat End GC 
(K Grimshaw & J Eastwood); Hanging Heaton GC (B Griggs & C Child); Headingley GC(G Bond);  
Horsforth GC (G Wood & R Milner); Howley Hall GC(J Briggs); Huddersfield GC(G Hawe);  
Knaresborough GC(P Skinner, G Fitchett & M Harrison); Malton & Norton GC(A Creaser & P Sollens); 
Moor Allerton GC(T Milner & M Connolly); Oakdale GC(B Allen & K Richardson); Otley GC (R Toft); 
Pike Hills GC(P Neligan); Pontefract GC (S Charlesworth); Queensbury GC(S Cooke); Ripon City GC    
(W Barnett); Rudding Park GC (K Ross & D Birch); Sandhill GC(T Nicholson & M Fitzgerald); Sandmoor 
GC (S Dawson); Scarborough North Cliff GC(H Pomfret & G Jenkinson); Scarcroftl GC (T Wilkins); 
Silkstone GC (D Taylor); Thirsk & Northallerton GC(D Reveley & B Campbell); Wath GC(D Hardcastle & 
A Harrison); Wetherby GC(P Burns & J Garnett); Wike Ridge GC (J Laverack) 
 
APOLOGIES:   
 
Elland GC; Longley Park GC; Whitby GC; East Bierley GC; Ben Rhydding GC; Clayton GC; Northcliffe GC; 
Wakefield Woodthorpe GC;  City of Wakefield GC; Stocksbridge GC; Lightcliffe GC; South Bradford GC; 
Normanton GC; Bridlington Links GC; Cookridge Hall GC; Woodsome Hall GC; Heworth;  
P Corcoran; C Greenwood; G Brumfitt; C Waddington; M Woodhead; P Wilkinson; Malcolm Howe; 
Mel Kinsey; L Lammas; K Dodgson; D Oakes; P Marshall; P Mayfield; S Hunt 
 
PRESIDENT’S REMARKS:    
 
Good evening gentlemen and thank you for taking the time to attend 
tonight’s AGM 
 
Firstly, thank you to Knaresborough Golf Club for once again allowing us to hold the meeting here, 
the home of Yorkshire Rabbits Golf I hope that you who played in The Thornton Trophy enjoyed the 
venue, Huddersfield Golf Club. The anticipated poor weather never really materialised and we got 
through the day unscathed. The participants on the day created a new club record for Fixby by 
consuming in excess of 120 pork pies from the halfway house! 
 

Phil M Leadbetter MVO 
Honorary Secretary 
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Our matches against the areas were all played in good spirit and of particular note is the YRGA teams’ 
victory over Flamborough area….only the sixth time in over 40 odd years. The annual dinner was a 
great success with one of the best speakers I have ever had the pleasure of listening to, former MP, 
John Watson. 
 
Without the extensive support of the Executive Committee the YRGA would simply not function; so, 
for all their help and enthusiasm…….thank you. 
 
I would, specifically, like to thank my Vice President Bill Smith for his sterling support throughout the 
year. In particular, standing in for me at a couple of events that I could not attend due to work and 
travel. 
 
Finally, my year was made all the easier due to the fantastic work of Phil Leadbetter, our Secretary. 
His advice and clear thinking on all things YRGA made my year pass efficiently, with no issues or 
problems.  Thank you Phil. 
 
AGM 2019 MINUTES:   
 
The Minutes of the 2019 AGM had been circulated to all clubs in accordance with the YRGA 
Constitution.  Accordingly, the Minutes were not read out.   
It was Proposed by Mr R Gillott and Seconded by Mr K Richardson that the Minutes were a true 
record of the 2019 AGM.   
This was agreed unanimously. 

 
MATTERS ARISING FROM THESE MINUTES:   
 
There were no matters arising. 
 
SECRETARY’S REPORT:   

 
The membership of the Association started the year at 101 clubs but currently stands at 94 Clubs.  
Sadly South Leeds, Lofthouse Hill and Silsden GCs have all been forced to close.  Scarthingwell, Hollins 
Hall and Easingwold GCs have all withdrawn from the YRGA until further notice and Grange Park Now 
no longer has a Rabbit Section .   There is also a question mark hanging over the future of Temple 
Newsam GC. 
 
COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
 
The four 2019 Executive Committee meetings were held at Normanton GC, Low Laithes GC, 
Bridlington Links GC and Bingley St Ives GC.  As always, our thanks go to them all for their hospitality 
and generosity and to the relevant Area personnel for making the arrangements. 
 
PLOWRIGHT TROPHY 
 
The Plowright Trophy 2019 was played at Harrogate GC on Monday 22nd July.  Once again it was won 
by Halifax & Huddersfield Area.  Our thanks go to Harrogate GC for the courtesy of the course and to 
all who helped on the day. 
 
The 2020 Plowright Trophy will be held on Thursday 9th July at Driffield GC 
 
 
 



FOWLER TROPHY 
 
In a hard fought match played in great spirit and comradeship at Knaresborough GC on Monday 9th 
September Crow Nest Park GC beat Howley Hall GC to win the 2019 Fowler Foursomes Trophy.   
Rawdon GC was once again runner-up in Section A while West Bradford GC was the runner-up in 
Section B.  Congratulations to all who took part in another very hotly contested competition. 
 
Our thanks to Knaresborough GC and Scracroft GC for hosting the semi-finals and final and the 
Committee members who helped to referee these events.  And last but certainly not least thanks to 
Derrick Howell for managing the competition so well once again. 
 
The Fowler 2020 draw has been made and is posted on the website.  Clubs must have paid their 
Annual Subscription before playing any Fowler match or they will be disqualified.  The draw was 
made before some of the clubs announced that they would/could no longer be members of the 
YRGA.  It is too late to undertake a complete re-draw and therefore if your club is drawn against one 
of these clubs you will receive an automatic bye to the next round. 
 
THORNTON TROPHY 
 
The Thornton Trophy was played on Monday 24th June at Huddersfield GC.  As with the Plowright this 
was the second year of the trial playing the competition as a Stableford and the majority of 
comments I have received so far were in favour of this format; but more of that later.  The overall 
winner was Elland GC with Bradford Moor GC in 2nd place and Harrogate GC in 3rd.  with all three 
places separated only by one point.   The Norman Watson Cup was won by Mr N Hoyle of 
Cleckheaton GC and the Fred Brown Salver was won by Mr S Brook of West Bradford GC.  The 
winners of the Best Stableford score, other than either of the above, were Mr R Hinchcliffe of Crow 
Nest Park GC (16 - 20 H’cap) and Mr M Dawson of Harrogate GC (21 - 54 H’cap). 
 
Again our thanks to Huddersfield GC for the courtesy of their course for the day and the catering; to 
all Committee members who helped throughout the day; and to all those clubs that provided 
courtesy rounds to Low Huddersfield GC members on that day. 
 
The 2020 Thornton Trophy will be held on Monday 22nd June at Harrogate GC and, subject to the vote 
later, will continue be played as a Stableford. 
 
Y.R.G.A.PRESIDENT’S TEAM v FLAMBOROUGH PRESIDENT’S TEAM, BRADFORD PRESIDENT’S TEAM  
LEEDS PRESIDENT’S TEAM AND HALIFAX & HUDDERSFIELD PRESIDENT’S TEAM 
 
Once again the YRGA President’s team enjoyed matches against the Flamborough, Bradford and 
Leeds Areas Presidents’ teams and for the first time against Halifax & Huddersfield Area President’s 
team.  In keeping with tradition the YRGA President’s team put up a “damn good show” against Leeds 
and Halifax & Huddersfield Areas but again graciously allowed these Areas to claim the victory.  
However, the YRGA was successful against both Bradford and Flamborough & District Areas.  And I 
must admit that as a former President of the F&DRGA this win gave me immense satisfaction. Our 
thanks to all the host clubs for courtesy of their courses. 
 
YRGA ANNUAL DINNER 
 
The 2019 Annual Dinner was held on Friday 20th September at Huddersfield GC.  Our thanks go to the 
club for allowing us to hold the dinner there and to all the team, led by Chris Duffy, for helping to 
make the evening a great success.  Mr John Watson, son of the late Norman Watson and our guest of 
honour, was extremely delighted first to see for the first time his late father’s trophy, then to handle 



it and finally to present it to this years winner.  He subsequently went on to entertain us for nearly 40 
minutes by regaling several stories and anecdotes primarily relating to his time as an MP.  Many 
commented afterwards that he had been far more entertaining and funny than other after dinner 
entertainers.  Without doubt the evening was great success. 
 
The 2020 Annual Dinner will be held on Friday 18th September here at Knaresborough GC. 
 
CLUB CONTACT DETAILS 
 
My thanks to all those clubs who have notified me of changes to their main and Fowler points of 
contact and the website has been updated accordingly. 
 
Please all continue to send me updates/changes as soon as they occur so that I can keep the GDPR 
paperwork and website up to date.  It is your interests to do this or else I cannot keep in touch with 
your club. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT: 
 
The Treasurer presented the accounts for 2019 in the usual format with comparison to the 2018 
figures and was chagrined that after 10 years as Treasurer he had to announce our first loss for the 
year.  However, a major reason for this was that 2019 was the first year of the reduced rate 
subscription of £20.00 which immediately meant a £1000.00 reduction in income.  Rraffle income 
had also dropped quite considerably and there had been some exceptional and “one off” 
expenditure, most notably for the renovation of the Norman Watson Cup.  Further expenditure had 
also been made for the purchase of lapel pins and bag tags; sales of the latter would however 
produce income from in the future.  Nonetheless, the Treasurer was pleased to announce the very 
healthy financial position of the YRGA.   
 
The Treasurer proposed that the accounts be accepted as a true record and this was Seconded by Mr 
R Anderson. The proposal was approved unanimously. 
 
The Secretary then informed the meeting that the Committee had discussed the very healthy state of 
the accounts and decided to submit the following recommendation and proposal regarding the 
Annual Subscription as follows: 
 

                      “The Executive Committee proposes that the annual subscription for 2020 remain at £20.00 
per club; this includes entrance to all competitions.  Clubs that have not paid by 10th March 
will not be eligible for the competitions.” 

 
This proposal was Seconded by Mr A Harrison and approved unanimously. 
 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE PROPOSAL – HONORARY COMPETITIONS SECRETARY 
 
Although not specifically allocated to him under the constitution, hitherto the Secretary has also 
been responsible for the running of the Thornton and Plowright Competitions on behalf of the 
Executive.   With the introduction of GDPR in 2018 the workload and responsibility of the Honorary 
Secretary has increased quite significantly. 
 
Recognising this the Executive believe the time has come to establish a Competitions Secretary to be 
responsible for both the Thornton and Plowright Competitions.  This would require appropriate 
amendment of the Constitution.  Both the Proposal and the draft amendments to the Constitution 
were disseminated to all clubs by the Honorary Secretary in advance of this AGM. 



 
Accordingly the Executive now formally makes the following proposal: 
 

“The Executive Committee proposes that the post of Honorary Competitions Secretary be 
established as an Officer of the Association and the appropriate amendments be made to the 
YRGA Constitution to reflect this and the responsibilities of the post.” 
 

The Proposal was seconded by Mr K Richardson and approved unanimously. 
 
HANDOVER TO NEW PRESIDENT: 
 
The outgoing President, Mr Malcolm Elam, then introduced Mr Bill Smith of Harrogate GC as the new 
YRGA President for 2020 and duly handed over the Chain of Office, his President’s Tie and an 
engraved Bag Tag. 
 
NEW PRESIDENT’S REMARKS:    
 
My First two duties as your new President are a pleasure to perform.  Firstly I wish to thank you 
Malcolm for an excellent job in presiding over another successful and memorable year for the YRGA. 
Well done, and it gives me great pleasure on behalf of the YRGA to present you with this memento to 
mark your presidential year. 
 
My second duty is to introduce my Vice-President, Robin Langhamer of Driffield GC.  Robin is a past 
Rabbits Captain, past Club Captain and past Club President at Driffield and also a past President of 
Flamborough and District Area Rabbits.  I look forward to working with you Robin and I know you will 
serve the YRGA very well. 
 
Looking at previous AGM minutes it seems tradition for the incoming President to say a few words 
about his golf journey leading to this position.  Well until 2005 my golf journey had basically not 
begun.  But, with retirement in mind and encouragement of a member/friend I put my name down 
on the waiting list of Harrogate GC.  I had a 5-day membership at Flaxby ParkGc and I thought this 
would give me the chance to master playing this game.  What did I learn?  Well it is summed up by 
the words of Winston Churchill when he said “Golf is a game where the aim is to hit a little white ball 
into an equally small hole with weapons singularly ill designed for the purpose”. 
 
I finally joined Harrogate at the end of 2008.  But, joining a golf club when you know you are a good 
golfer, in fact being honest a pretty crap golfer, and you do not know anyone is an intimidating 
experience.  So at the recommendation of my friend I joined the Rabbits section and at my first 
Rabbits dinner I found myself on a table with a great bunch of guys who all made me feel very 
welcome and accepted me into their group.  Eleven years on I am still playing with them every week.  
That was my first experience of the Rabbits section and I bought into it immediately; welcoming and 
friendly people, the golf competitive of course but enjoyable. 
 
One of the group, the late Tim Bleasedale, was the Rabbits treasurer and he encouraged me to join 
the Rabbits committee and, before I knew it Rabbits golf is taking up a lot of my time.  But I enjoy 
this.  Becoming Rabbits Captain, then HARGA President and now the YRGA President has probably 
been more about being in the right place at the right time but it gicves me the platform to bang on 
about enjoyable Rabbits golf is.  It is a great product and we should never undersell it. 
 
I am deeply honoured and pleased to be your new President.  I wish to thank the Rabbits section and 
Board members of Harrogate GC plus the member clubs of HARGA for their support in making my 
appointment possible.  Thank you. 



 
We have a great diary of matches, competitions and events for the 2020 season ahead and I look 
forward to meeting as many of you as possible on these occasions.  Let us enjoy it together – thank 
you. 
 
ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 
 
The Secretary announced the Committee nominations and proposals for the Officers for 2020 as 
follows: 
 
Honorary Secretary:  Mr Phil Leadbetter MVO               
Honorary Treasurer:  Mr Trevor Gurney                 
Honorary Fowler Secretary:  Mr Derrick Howell 
Honorary Competitions Secretary: Mr Iain Pearson 
Auditors:  Brown Butler Chartered Accountants -  Committee Approved    
  
The Committee proposals were seconded by Mr H Pomfret and approved unanimously. 
 
AREA REPRESENATIVES TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: 
 
The Secretary then announced the Area elected representatives to the Executive Committee: 
 
Bradford Area    Mr Brian Ashford 
Flamborough Area   Mr Stuart Fish 
Halifax & Huddersfield Area  Mr John Turner 
Harrogate Area   Mr Mel Goody 
Leeds Area    Mr Rob Barnes 
Wakefield Area   Mr Keith Culshaw 
 
FUTURE FORMAT OF PLOWRIGHT AND THORNTON COMPETITIONS 
 
The Secretary reminded everyone that 2019 was the end of the two year trial of playing the Plowright 
and Thornton Competitions as Stableford events.  As previously agreed, it was now time to make a 
decision on the format going forward.  The Proposal from the Executive is as follows: 
 

“The Executive Committee proposes that the Thornton and Plowright Competitions continue 
to be played as Stableford Competitions following successful completion of the 2 year trial as 
proposed and agreed at the 2018 AGM” 

 
The proposal was seconded by Mr W Barnett  
 
The Secretary then asked for a show of hands for and against the proposal: 
 
For:  53 Against:   1  
 
Accordingly the Proposal was approved by a majority vote 
 
THE PRESIDENT 
 
With no further business the President closed the meeting at 8.05 p.m. pm thanking Knaresborough 
GC once again for their hospitality and reminding everyone who had not yet done so to complete the 
attendance register and pay their subscriptions.  



 
The next AGM will be held on Tuesday 9th February 2021 at Knaresborough Golf Club at 7.30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE YORKSHIRE RABBITS GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 

ACCOUNTS 
 

For the year ended 31 October 2018 
 

THE YORKSHIRE RABBITS GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT 
 

For the year ended 31 October 2019 
 
 

 2019 
£ 

2018 
£ 

     
INCOME     
 Subscription  2,020  3,033 
 Profit on raffles  287  554 
 Sale of ties  50  40 
 Sale of Medals 
Dinner raffle net receipts 

 56 
394 

  
205 

Gift  10   
  ────  ──── 
  2,817  3,832 
     
EXPENDITURE     
 Printing, postage and stationery 37  51  
 Insurance 440  435  
 Grants to expenses     
   President 50  50  
   Secretary 200  200  
   Treasurer 100  100  
   Fowler Secretary 100  100  
 Annual dinner 35  523  
 Competition prizes and expenses 889  926  
President’s Charity 394  205  
Bag Tags 325    
Lapel Pins 181    
Trophy Repairs & Renewals 450    
 ──── 3,201 ──── 2,590 
  ────  ──── 
EXCESS OF INCOME/(Expenditure)  (384)  1,242 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

THE YORKSHIRE RABBITS GOLF ASSOCIATION 
 

BALANCE SHEET 
 

As at 31 October 2018 
 
 

 2019 
£ 

2018 
£ 

     
ACCUMULATED FUNDS  9,438  9,438 
     
INCOME ACCOUNT     
     
 Balance brought forward 6,845  5,603  
 Excess of income/(expenditure) (384)  1,242  
 ──── 6,641 ──── 6,845 
  ─────  ───── 
  15,899  16,283 
     
     
TROPHIES AND CHAIN     
     
 At 2002 valuation  9,438  9,438 
     
BANK BALANCE  6,461  6,845 
  ────  ──── 
  15,899  16,283 
       

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Leigh House 
Brown Butler 28-32 St Paul’s Street 
Chartered Accountants Leeds  LS1 2JT 
 
6 December 2019 
 


